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========================================================================

FROM THE PRESIDENT

At the next SDARC meeting (14 February), Guy, W6MSU, will be giving an overview of a software defined radio (SDR)—this one is a receiver.  A good introduction or teaser for this can be found in the January 2013 QST on page 30.  I’m sure that this will be an interesting topic.  For only a few $$, one can get exposure to HF as well as the rest of the electromagnetic (radio portion) spectrum.  Of course you do need to have a computer and some sort of an antenna (a random wire may do exceedingly well).  Looking forward to this topic.  

As part of our Public Service opportunities, February23 presents an event that our club has regularly supported for several years—Pedaling Paths to Independence, 2013.  It starts in Linden and riders will be going on two different routes—a metric century (100km or about 66 miles) and a 25 mile course.  Besides gear that will access the W6SF repeater system, an attempt to use APRS will be done.  We will need several operators to man the checkpoints and a few as mobile operators (with APRS, possibly).  Dave, N6LHL, is heading up this effort.  

A list of net control operators for the next few months from those that indicated an interest in doing this function is:


Jan 28
N6LHL



Feb 4

W6MSU


Feb 11
NZ6Q

Feb 18
KG6WYD

Feb 25
KJ6SVX

Mar 4

KI6FTT
Mar 11
AA6K


Mar 18
KD6CPA


Mar 25
W6INP


Apr 1

N6KZW

I am planning a Morse code instruction course to teach the code beginning, 2 February, 2013 (Groundhog Day).  It will be held at my house, 2440 Broadridge Way, beginning at 0900 and will last an hour or so.  We should be able to have you learn the code and be able to send and receive the alphabet, numbers and a few punctuation symbols in 6 weeks. Bring your telegraph key and a code oscillator, if you have one.  After the code practice, we can go over items of interest for those also studying for their General class licenses.   For an interesting presentation of the Morse Code alphabet ith drums, check you this video on Youtube:     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XHwygN9CKM

The January SDARC meeting was great with excellent attendance and a lot of ham fellowship.  Looking forward to the next meeting and our on the air nets on Mondays and Thursdays.

…..de Charlie/WB6NVB

2013 DUES

At the January 10 membership meeting, the new Board and the members approved dues of $20 for a single membership, and $25 for a family membership for this year.  Our dues are used for support of club expenses such as insurance, mailbox, repeater site rental, repeater maintenance and a host of other essential needs.  A proper cash flow keeps the club healthy and its equipment in tip top shape.  Thanks to the many members who paid up at the January meeting, but now we need all the rest to do their part, and dig out the check book and mail their contributions to:
Stockton-Delta Amateur Radio Club

PO Box 690271

Stockton, CA 95269-0271

Our next meeting is Thursday, February 14, and Treasurer Peter KD6CPA will be pleased to receive your dues in check or cash.  

[image: image3.wmf]HELP SUPPORT FEBRUARY BIKE RIDE

 

On Saturday, February 2

3

, the Stockton Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired will again be 

sponsoring a bike ride to raise money to support its activities for its San Joaquin County clients. 

For the last 

5

 

years the Stockton

-

Delta ARC has provided radio communications between rest 

stops, the start/finish line and sag wagons.  This year we will need operators at Linden, Sheldon 

Road, Farmington, Milton, and probably in 5 sag wagons.  Last year we had 14 volu

nteers, and 

we will probably need the same number this year.  You will need  a 2 meter radio producing 10 

watts or more with a good antenna, (5/8 wave or better) in order to get around the hills into our 

repeater. A handitalkie with a rubber duckie just wo

n’t do it.  So, if you will make the time for this 

worthwile cause, please contact Dave 

N6LHL

 

at 

n6lhl@softcom.net

 

.   Bike rides like this one 

give us an opportunity to demonstrated the capabilities of ham radio to o

thers, while supporting 

a worthwile civic function.  Further, we learn how to operate on battery power and how to handle   

radio traffic outside the comfort of our base stations. 

 

 


HOW DO YOU CHOOSE AN ANTENNA ANALYZER?
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

A reader recently e-mailed me:
"In the past you told me you started with the Autek RF-1, and later moved to the Palstar ZM-30. I am finally getting around to thinking about purchasing an antenna analyzer, but I am stumped by the choices. In order of increasing purchase price this is what I’ve turned up:

* Autek RF-1 - $139.95
* Autek RF-5 - $229.95
* Rig Expert AA-54 – $340.00
* Palstar ZM-30 $399.99
* W4RT Electronics MiniVNA $399.99
* Rig Expert AA-230PRO $690.00
* Timewave Technology TZ-900S $899.99

"How does one decide? Where does one go to find out the differences? Other than asking a fellow ham, how does one find out which one is the best antenna analyzer without paying an arm and a leg (unless the feature(s) so purchased are deemed worth the cost)? "Thanks! 73"

When I replied, I noted that he had actually missed several other good choices:

* Autek VA1 – $199.
* MFJ 259B - $240.
* YouKits FG-01 – $250.
* Comet CAA500 – $450.

The Autek VA1 is actually the antenna analyzer that I first purchased. The MFJ 259B is arguably the most popular antenna analyzer on the market. MFJ has several other models with different feature sets. The YouKits FG-01 is a very cute, little analyzer with a small graphical display. It is made in China and sold in the U.S. by TenTec.

So, how do you choose just one from this list? Well, I think the first thing that you have to ask yourself is how you’re going to use the analyzer. If all you’re going to do is to check the SWR of your HF dipoles, then buy the Autek RF-1. It’s the least expensive unit, is reasonably accurate, and is small and lightweight, making it easy to use outside where your antennas are located.

If you want to do some more serious frequency analysis, then you should be looking at the W4RT miniVNA or, if you have more cash, the Timewave TZ-900s. These instruments can help you do a lot more in-depth analysis of your antenna system. The software for the miniVNA, for example, will easily plot the SWR of a multi-band vertical antenna from 3 – 33 MHz.

Some antenna analyzers do more than just SWR. For example, what sold me first on the Autek VA1 and then on the Palstar was that they also measured reactance. So, you can use the antenna analyzer as an LC meter as well. Palstar also says that you can use the ZM-3 as a low-level signal source. While I have used my Palstar to measure inductance and capacitance, I have yet to use it as a signal source.

Next, you need to consider what bands you’ll be using it on. Many antenna analyzers only cover the HF bands. That’s a bummer if you like operating 6m, or like to experiment with VHF/UHF antennas. A friend of mine bought the Palstar antenna analyzer after talking to the company at Dayton. At the time, they said that they were planning to come out with a model that covered 6m, as well as the HF bands.

Unfortunately, they never did come out with a 6m version, and he was sorely disappointed. He ended up buying a miniVNA instead. The miniVNA can be used up to 170 MHz right out of the box, and up to 1.5 GHz with an optional extender.

Asking your fellow hams about the antenna analyzers they have is actually a good way to figure out what’s best for you. If you ask nicely, they might even let you borrow their analyzers or come over and show you how it works on your antennas.

Reading the reviews on eHam is also a good way to gather information before making a purchase like this. You certainly have to take the reviews there with a grain of salt, but if several reviewers mention a particularly good or particularly bad feature of a product, then it’s certainly something worth taking a hard look at.

If you’re new to the hobby, starting out small and working your way up might be a good strategy. You could buy one of the less expensive models and get used to how they work, then sell it and make the leap to a more sophisticated unit. The way things are going, you should be able to sell your first antenna analyzer for at least 80% of what you paid for it.

The March 2012 QST contains an in-depth review of four analyzers (available online to ARRL members), including the Comet CAA-500, MFJ-266, RigExpert AA-54, and the Youkits FG-01. Each analyzer reviewed had various plusses and minuses. Even if the unit you are considering was not reviewed, the article provides a guide to the kinds of questions you should be asking as you go through the selection process.

========================================================================
When he's not analyzing antennas, Dan, KB6NU blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com, writes and publishes the "No-Nonsense" series of amateur radio license study guides, and just has fun with amateur radio. You can reach him by e-mail at cwgeek@kb6nu.com, @kb6nu on Twitter, or on 40m CW many evenings. By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU


TELL ME WHAT THIS IS, AND WHAT IS IT’S USE
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Back around 1979, as a Novice, I needed help getting my nice new shiny Kenwood TS-520S transceiver on the air.  So I questioned Cliff Kurtz, who walked me through a diagram and gave me some of his spare parts to build this little beauty. It solved my problem.  Anybody know what it is and what it is used for?  Maybe I will buy a cup of coffee to the first responder with the right answer.  …..de Dave N6LHL
KJ6SVX GETS HIS ROTATABLE DIPOLE UP!
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I finally have the driven element from the Cushcraft A3S up as a rotatable dipole (identical to the Cushcraft D3) installed. I tuned it per the instructions for the D3 and the VSWR readings seem to be pretty good. I may tweak it if I need to take it down for any reason but it's not worth it otherwise. I don't have the rotator wired up yet so I just have it oriented for E/W signals. So far the results are pretty good in comparison to my Cushcraft R7 vertical. I most cases, switching back and forth between the two antennas on receive, the rotatable dipole is reading 2 to 4 S-units higher than the vertical. I haven't had a chance to do an A/B test on transmit yet.

…..de Bob KJ6SVX
KJ6LVY GETS A NEW ANTENNA AND A NEW RADIO!
Robert, N6GTO and his son Mike, went to the home of Ishmael, KJ6LVY over January 5th to raise his new vertical antenna. The antenna, a Hustler 6-BTV Vertical was purchased from Rod, W6YGZ. Previous antennas at Ishmael's only allowed him to use 10M & 40M. He is now active on every HF band except 160M. Later that same day, Ed, N6XMA and John, NZ6Q went out to Ishmael's home in Escalon to check on a problem he was having with his antenna switch, check-out the new antenna, and Ed surprised Ishmael with a gift of a new Baofeng UV-5RB 2M/440 walkie-talkie. He also gave Ishmael some "pointers" on how to use his TS-570D since Ed has the same radio. (nice to see the blind leading the blind, huh?) ….DE John NQ6Z
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Ishmael KJ6LVY and Ed N6XMA tweek the TS-570D
NZ6Q HELPS KIDS GET ON THE AIR!
Brian, KJ6RGE and his three sons shared kids day, on the afternoon of Jan 6th in the shack of John, NZ6Q.   Kids Day is an on-air event to encourage young people (licensed or not) 
to have fun with Amateur Radio. It is designed to give on-the-air experience to youngsters and hopefully foster interest in getting a  license of their own. It is also intended to give older hams a chance to share their station and love for Amateur Radio with their children.

Each of the boys got on the air and learned how to call CQ. They worked stations in Japan, Alaska, Illinois & California. The California station was our own Mike, K6BR from Tracy. 

You don’t need to wait until the next Kids Day to get your son, daughter, grandson or daughter, or even the curious kid in the neighborhood on the air. Take some time and Elmer a young person - you'll be glad you did….de John NZ6Q
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A HAM’S CALENDAR
February 16 - VE Testing at Fire Station #14 on McNabb Street off Thornton Road at 10am. Contact Mike Zane at N6ZW @ Comcast.net 3 days prior to test day. No walk ins!  
February 16 – Hamcram at Dameron Hospital Annex, on Lincoln at Acacia Streets. Across Lincoln from the hospital. 8am to 4pm.

February 14 – Monthly membership meeting of the Stockton Delta ARC at Bear Creek Community Church, 11171 Lower Sacramento Road at 7:30pm.  Socialization may start at 7pm.
February 23 – Linden Bike Ride on behalf of the Stockton Center for the Blind and Visually impaired.  RADIO OPERATORS ARE NEEDED!  Contact Dave N6LHL at N6LHL@softcom.net.
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Do you have any suggestions, comments or concerns? We want to hear from you. Do you have an idea that we, as a club can all benefit from? Let us hear about it. Do you have any topic for discussion that YOU could and would contribute to the club?  We want to hear from YOU!  To submit articles for the monthly newsletter, email the editor at n6lhl@softcom.net
W6SF CLUB INFORMATION

MEETINGS: Regular meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:30pm, at the Bear Creek Community Church, 11171 Lower Sacramento Road, just north or Eight Mile Road. Members, guests, and people having an interest in Amateur Radio are invited to attend. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 14, 2013
WEEKLY NET: Held each Monday evening at 8pm on 147.165+ PL 107.2 Hz Members and visitors are invited to check in. There is also an unofficial get together on Thursday evenings (except meeting nights) at 7:30pm on 28.457. Amateurs with the proper license are encouraged to participate.

CLUB REPEATERS: Located in the Sierra at 2500 feet, the club repeater covers the southern Sacramento and Northern San Joaquin Valleys. The call sign is W6SF, and can be heard on 147.165+Mhz with a PL tone of 107.2 Hz. From the same site, the club also operates a 440MHZ repeater at 442.250 + with a PL of 107.2 Hz.  

CLUB SIMPLEX FX:  147.51 MHz. 
CLUB WEBSITE: http://www.w6sf.org
2013 CLUB OFFICERS:

President:


WB6NVB, Charlie Johnson                      wb6nvb@arrl.net                                                                                       Vice President: 


N6KZW, Paul Engleman

n6kzw@sbcglobal.net
                                                                                    Treasurer: 


KD6CPA, Peter Hine


selkied@earthlink.net

Secretary:
                          W6INP, Eric Chapa 


perrla1@aol.com
Call Sign Trustee

AA6K, Shirl Rose 


rosesl@prodigy.net

Repeater Trustee:       
 
KD6FVA, John Kester


jbkester@att.net
Member At Large: 

K6KJQ, Glen Pitts


kjq45@att.net
Membership Chairman

open


Newsletter Editor

N6LHL, Dave Hardwick


n6lhl@softcom.net
CLUB DUES: Individual dues are $20, family dues are $25, payable to Stockton-Delta Amateur Radio Club at the address on the masthead. We thank you for your continued support!

� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���








[image: image11.emf]HELP SUPPORT FEBRUARY BIKE RIDE

On Saturday, February 23, the Stockton Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired will again be sponsoring a bike ride to raise money to support its activities for its San Joaquin County clients. For the last 5 years the Stockton-Delta ARC has provided radio communications between rest stops, the start/finish line and sag wagons.  This year we will need operators at Linden, Sheldon Road, Farmington, Milton, and probably in 5 sag wagons.  Last year we had 14 volunteers, and we will probably need the same number this year.  You will need  a 2 meter radio producing 10 watts or more with a good antenna, (5/8 wave or better) in order to get around the hills into our repeater. A handitalkie with a rubber duckie just won’t do it.  So, if you will make the time for this worthwile cause, please contact Dave N6LHL at n6lhl@softcom.net .   Bike rides like this one give us an opportunity to demonstrated the capabilities of ham radio to others, while supporting a worthwile civic function.  Further, we learn how to operate on battery power and how to handle   radio traffic outside the comfort of our base stations. 
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